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Step 6: Window reveals

Install the Swisspearl Plank Connect between the Swisspearl 
Exterior Corner Profi le (1) and the window. 

Planks at window reveals must be fi xed with visible fi xings. 
Pre-drill the plank with a Ø5mm drill. Fixing should not be 
closer than 20mm from plank edges and corners and should 
never be less than 16mm from timber batten edges.

Cut the bottom side of the plank in the same angle as 
the windowsill and leave a 5mm joint between plank and 
windowsill. 

Start from the side opposite to the window (2) by installing 
a piece of a plank equal to the width of the vertical batten 
above but not less then 40mm wide. Remove the tongue 
and groove of the plank to allow venti lation inlet above the 
window.  

Do the same with the next plank (3). There must be a gap of 
15mm between the two planks to allow for proper ventilation. 

Pre-drill the plank with a Ø5mm drill. Fixing should not be 
closer than 20mm from plank edges and corners and should 
never be less than 16mm from timber batten edges. 

The vertical planks are placed into the horizontal Swisspearl 
Plank Connect Window Profi le. To ensure that the Swisspearl 
Planks are held securely, Swisspearl Plank Connect clips 
must also be installed above openings. These clips are 
mounted with a small gap to the horizontal profi le. This 
entails either using a wider batten or installing two horizontal 
battens over openings.
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Min. 20mm

5mm

1
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Min. 20mm

Min. 20mmMin. 15mm

Installation
Vertical
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Store the pallets on a dry and level surface.

The original packaging may have sustained damage from 
transportation. Remove the plastic packaging immedi-
ately upon delievery at the building site, to avoid risk of 
effl orescence.

If storing on site for more than 2-3 weeks, the products 
should be kept under a roof. A maximum of 4 panel or 8 
planks pallets can be stored on top of each other.

A maximum of 4 panel or 4 plank pallets can be stored on 
top of each other.

Important: Store materials under a dry and well-ventilated 
tarpaulin. If the product becomes damp, it should be placed 
on its vertical edge to allow rapid drying. Never install wet 
products.

Do not drag products from the pallet, as it may leave 
permanent scratch marks. Lift the product by its narrow 
edge as it may break if handled incorrectly.

Storing and Handling
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Avoid breathing silica dust
As with all other building materials, adherence to local 
building rules and regulations when working with Swisspearl 
products is required. Working with crystalline silica containing 
products should be conducted in well-ventilated conditions 
by use of simple and effective precautions.

When cutting, grinding or drilling, respirable crystalline silica 
is released. Breathing large amounts of dust may cause 
irritation to respiratory functions, eyes and/or skin.

Therefore wear personal protection equipment (Safety 
googles, safety suit and a respiratory mask - P2 marked) 
See safety data sheet for full information. Ensure adequate 
ventilation at workstation. Remove dust after installation 
with water to suppress airborne dust particles.

Health and Safety
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Cleaning of boards after cutting and drilling
It is important to immediately remove dust caused by cutting 
and drilling from the front and rear of the boards with a soft 
brush/duster or a vacuum cleaner, as it otherwise might 
damage the boards. Ensure that the boards are properly 
cleaned before installation, and if necessary use clean water 
or water with a mild detergent and a soft sponge or brush to 
remove dirt and dust from the surface. Thereafter, wipe the 
boards with a damp cloth. It may also be necessary to wash 
the surface after installation if the building site conditions 
have been unfavourable. This is done with lots of clean 
water or water with a mild detergent and a soft sponge or 
brush and finally wiping the boards with a damp cloth.

Removal of calcium-based residues
Calcium carbonate residue may occasionally be seen on the 
board surface. This can be difficult to remove with water or 
even with detergents because it does not dissolve in water. 
For cleaning purposes 10% acetic acid (CH3COOH) solu-
tion is used to dissolve the calcium compounds.

Note! Carefully observe safety precautions (MSDS) when 
working with acetic acid. R-phrase R36/R38 is valid: 
“Irritating to eyes, respiratory system and skin“. Use proper 
clothing, nitrile rubber gloves, eye protection goggles and 
approved respirator 
(filter A, E or A/E).

Carry out the mixing outdoors. Apply the diluted 10% 
acetic acid solution evenly with a spray can to the surface 
of the stained board. Leave it to react for a few minutes. 
Do not allow the solution to dry, but rinse with lots of clean 
water. Repeat the process if necessary and rinse with water 
afterwards.

Note! Do not execute the cleaning process with acetic acid 
in direct sunlight or on hot surfaces. This might create per-
manent stains.

Care & Maintenance
On-site

Cleaning of neighbouring areas
Windows and glass in particular but also other adjacent 
areas must be kept clean during the facade board instal-
lation and if necessary protected with plastic film. Alkaline 
leaching from cement bonded materials (dust from cutting 
or drilling holes in structural concrete, etc.) is prone to 
damaging glass and other materials. Therefore, frequent 
cleaning during and after the construction period is needed.

Surface damages and scratches
Damages and scratches should be avoided by lifting the 
boards off the pallet and handling them carefully during 
installation. Scratches might leave white streaks on the 
surface which will turn dark when exposed to rain, because 
the board absorbs water through the scratch. 
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Care & Maintenance
After installation

Annual Inspection
Normally Swisspearl facade boards do not require any main-
tenance. Weathering may however influence the appearance 
of the facade. Therefore, an annual inspection of the ventila-
tion gaps, joints and fixings is a good idea.

Detection and repair of possible damage ensures a pro-
longed lifespan for the facade.

Cleaning
Swisspearl facade can be cleaned with cold or lukewarm 
water if necessary with the addition of a mild household 
cleaning agent not containing solvents. Always start from 
below with well-defined areas. Rinse with plenty of clean 
water until the facade is perfectly clean. Before cleaning 
full scale, it is recommended to test the chosen cleaning 
method on a smaller area to ensure it works and does not 
damage the board surface.

High-Pressure Cleaning
Warning! High Pressure Cleaning is a severe treatment for 
fibre cement facade. Exaggerated or wrong use of a high 
pressure cleaner may damage the surface. Therefore, High 
Pressure Cleaning is not recommended.

Moss & algae
Moss and algae growth can be removed with common 
agents available on the market. Care should be taken to 
ensure that the cleaning agent does not cause damage to 
the surface of the Swisspearl facade boards.

Confirm the compatibility of your cleaning agent with your 
cleaning agent supplier, and ensure it is applied according  
to the supplier’s instructions. It is advised that before con-
ducting a large-scale application a test is carried out on a 
small, inconspicuous area to ensure that the cleaning agent 
has no effect on the colour of Swisspearl facade boards.

Efflorescence
Efflorescence is a naturally occurring, white, powdery 
deposit that can appear on cement-based building materials 
(including bricks, cement walls, grout, and fibre cement). It is 
the result of a process in which moisture draws salt crystals 
to the surface, evaporates, and leaves a chalky substance 
behind. Efflorescence occurs when all three of the following
conditions exist:
1. 	� Water-soluble salts are present in the building material.
2. 	� There is enough moisture in the wall to turn the salts into 

a soluble solution.
3. 	� There is a path for the soluble salts to get to the surface.

Efflorescence may also be a sign of water ingress behind 
the facade. Make certain that all openings are properly  
covered and there is no water intrusion due to over-driven 
nails. While some efflorescence may weather away naturally 
on its own, it is best to take steps to treat it.

Efflorescence can be removed with household white vine-
gar and water. For most cases of efflorescence, Step 1 - 3 
works well. But for substantial deposits of efflorescence  
go to Step 4.

For best results, follow these cleaning instructions:
1. 	� Protect areas that are not to be cleaned. Rinse all plants 

and vegetation around the facade with water before and 
after application of the vinegar.

2. 	� Generously coat the entire surface area with vinegar. 
Allow the solution to sit on the surface for 10 minutes.

3. 	� Rinse the treated area thoroughly with water from the 
top down and allow the area to air dry.

4. 	� For extra tough efflorescence: 
Use a 10% acetic acid solution and apply to affected 
area with a cotton cloth. A light scrub bing with the 
cotton cloth may be required. After about 20 seconds 
rinse with water.
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Swisspearl Group AG

Eternitstrasse 3
8867 Niederurnen
Switzerland
P: +41 55 617 11 60
F: +41 55 617 12 71
info@swisspearl.com
 
swisspearl.com


